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...Looking Ahead with Hope… 

 Breda and Ellena from the Chaplaincy together 
with  

The work of Irish Chaplaincy is funded in part by grants from the Government of Ireland, the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference, and by the 

support of many generous Friends. 

Fireside Gathering  

 
Instead of our customary St Brigid’s 
concert at St James’ Piccadilly, the 
Irish Chaplaincy hosted on February 
5th a ‘Fireside Gathering’ which 
featured the usual variety and high 
standard of performances.  
 
Headlining again was the London 
Celtic Youth Orchestra, and we were 
also delighted to have Thomas 
McCarthy sing for us. Other 
performances on the night  came 
from The Byrne-Whelehan Family, 
Sean Ryan and Family, Gerry 
Molumby, Lucy Bone, Anton 
Thompson-McCormick, Clare Coffey, 
and Eddie and Kieran Gilmore.  

 
Rory Mac Giolla Comhaill was MC, 
and there was a special message 
from Ambassador Adrian O’Neil, who 
said, “I’m delighted to be part of this 
‘Fireside Gathering’ concert which 
will give us the opportunity to share 
some music and conversation, and 
to raise some much-needed funds 
for the excellent work of the Irish 
Chaplaincy.” 

 
We were very touched by the many 
comments people sent afterwards: 
 
“Wonderful Concert. Loved being by 
the fireside...Míle buíochas 
everyone.”     
 
“I really enjoyed it and it was a great 
way to spend a Friday evening.” 
 
“A great  evening of music and song. 
Much Appreciated.” 
 
“A truly wonderful variety of excellent 
talent and artists.” 
 
“Look forward to your future 
productions!”   
 
The event can still be viewed on 
Youtube: just look for ‘Irish 
Chaplaincy concert’. We’re grateful 
to all who took part, and more photos 
are on the back page. 
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A Nice Surprise for the 

Weekend.  

At the start of January of this year, 

Eddie, our CEO, received a phone 

call from Finbar, the proprietor of 

the famous Claddagh Ring Bar, 

Hendon. The call embodied all that 

is best about the Irish Chaplaincy 

and Catholic Social Teaching as 

Finbar wished to donate 55 

warmed cooked meals for our 

elderly, vulnerable and isolated 

seniors. The range of cooked 

meals included roast beef, chicken, 

turkey and ham, Irish stew and a 

vegetarian option.  

The Seniors Team sprang into 

action with this wonderful offer and 

it was decided to offer 27 seniors a 

cooked dinner for the following 

Saturday and Sunday. The seniors 

were invited to receive a treat and 

not to have to worry about cooking 

for the weekend. They were 

delighted to receive this news.  

Paul, the Seniors Project Manager, 

contactedGeorgia from Clifford 

Chance, one of our valued 

partners. Georgia kindly extended 

the invite to see if any of the staff 

of Clifford Chance would be willing 

to distribute the meals to the 

homes of the seniors. The 

response was tremendous and it 

was a wonderful sign of people 

giving of their enthusiasm, energy 

and effort to support the work of 

the Irish chaplaincy.  

Our Lady of Dolours Church, 

Fulham Rd, kindly agreed to act as 

a hub for the food to be delivered 

and for the volunteers of Clifford 

Chance to assemble together and 

bring the dinners to the homes of 

the seniors. Monica, (from Co 

Cork), the parish secretary, 

generously gave of her time to 

coordinate the distribution of the 

meals.  

When the volunteers from Clifford 

Chance arrived at the Church they 

heard a presentation on the work 

of the Irish Chaplaincy, specifically 

our outreach to prisoners, 

Travellers and seniors. Fr Pat 

Ryall, OSM also said a word of 

welcome and thanks on behalf of 

the parish.  

Then the moment arrived for the 

volunteers to bring the dinners to 

our seniors. It might be best to 

hear a few words from the seniors 

about how they felt about the 

experience:  

“I was delighted to receive the 

warm food delivery. Portia and Will 

were so nice to come and see me. 

It was a wonderful surprise. I was 

in terrible pain with shingles and it 

really brightened up my weekend.” 

Mary 

“I felt so highly honoured to be 

remembered. It was a cold winter’s 

day and I asked Richard and Emily 

if they wanted to come inside but 

they said they’d say outside to 

protect me. It was so nice to talk to 

someone in person.” Kathleen 

“I wanted to eat the two dinners at 

once! They just came at the right 

time as I had lost my appetite. All I 

was surviving on was beans and 

toast. To think somebody cared for 

me. It helped me get my appetite 

back. Now I feel I'm back to 

myself." Vera. 

Many messages were also 

received from the Clifford Chance 

volunteers of how glad they were 

to support the efforts of the Irish 

Chaplaincy to bring comfort and 

care to elderly, vulnerable and 

lonely Irish people in London. The 

generosity of so many people 

highlights the spirit of support that 

is present in our society. With the 

co-operation and kindness of the 

Claddagh Ring, Clifford Chance, 

and Our Lady of Dolours Church, it 

was a great occasion for the Irish 

Chaplaincy to offer a nice surprise 

for the weekend to our seniors.  

(Rory Mac Giolla Comhaill is a 

member of the Irish Chaplaincy 

Seniors Project Team.) 
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CHANGING THE WORLD - ONE 
WORD AT A TIME 
 
One thing the inauguration of 
President Joe Biden will almost 
certainly be remembered for is the 
performance of a “skinny little 
black girl” reciting The Hill We 
Climb, her poem about hope and 
the need for change.  Amanda 
Gorman, America’s first National 
Youth Poet Laureate and a 
Harvard graduate at only 22, was 
the youngest poet ever accorded 
the honour of delivering the 
Presidential Inaugural poem, a 
fairly recent practice dating back to 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s 
Inauguration in 1961.  
 
What captivated so many was not 
just the content of her poem which 
was powerful and remarkable, but 
the style of her delivery.  She 
spoke with resonance and force, 
waving her hands and spreading 
her enthusiastic vision without 
fear.  Even more, she radiated joy, 
conviction and purpose.  Just 
watching her dream aloud it was 
hard not to feel hopeful and even 
optimistic about the future.   
 
The cadence of her spoken word 
performance brought home to me 
the sheer power of words when 
used to good effect.  The right 

words in the right order can 
change the world, she said in an 
interview.  Well, whatever about 
changing the world, words have an 
important part to play in effecting 
change and what a relief it was 
after four years of fake news and 
the sustained abuse of language 
to hear words being used again for 
a good and noble purpose.   
 
In an interview with The New York 
Times, she said that she wanted to 
use her words to envision a way in 
which her country could still come 
together and be healed.  And she 
certainly did that.  It was a poem 
calling for action and 
change.  And, God knows, there is 
much that needs 
changing.  Listening to her, I was 
reminded of the power of words as 
used by other Black writers - most 
notably James Baldwin - one of 
the greatest writers of the 
twentieth century who used his 
novels and essays to educate 
people about the truth of the late 
Susan Sontag’s comment that 
white is the colour of racism.    
 
I still treasure my copy of his short 
book, No Name in The Street, 
which I read back in 1972, and 
which more than any other book 
on racism made a lasting 
impression on me.  It has a fair 
claim to being the best essay ever 

written on the subject.  The title 
comes from the Book of Job: “His 
remembrance shall perish from the 
earth, and he shall have no name 
in the street” (Job 18: 17-
18).  Thomas Merton had a high 
regard for Baldwin’s writings and 
corresponded with him.  I couldn’t 
help thinking how pleased he and 
Baldwin would have been to hear 
this young Black woman declaim 
such powerful words in such a 
stirring manner.   Not surprisingly, 
her next two books which haven’t 
even been published yet, have 
already gone to the top of 
Amazon’s hit list!       
 
I know that I shall often return to 
the video of her performance if 
only to remind myself of the power 
of words, to have my spirits lifted 
and my faith in the human project 
restored.     
 

   
 

   

In Cell Resources and 
Thomas McCarthy 

 

 
 
 
    

With prisoners locked up for up to 
23 ½ hours a day we have 
continued to supply in cell 
resource packs, which have 
included books and CDs. Many 
Travellers have received Thomas 
McCarthy CDs. Thomas is an 
Irish Traveller, singer and story-
teller and he was named 
traditional singer of the year in the 
Gradam Ceoil awards of 2019. 
With his income severely hit by 
the pandemic, like most 
performers, due to the lack of live 
performance, he was delighted 
that we were buying his CDs, and 
he happily recorded one of his 
songs, ‘Green Brooms’ for our 
Fireside Gathering. 

Fr. Gerry McFlynn, Manager of  
ICPO  London 
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Meet the Volunteers.. 
 
Hi everyone! My name is Ruth 

and I am from County Mayo. I 

have been living in London 

since June 2015. Before that I 

lived in Manchester for 3 

years.  At home in Ireland, my 

Nana lived with us and my 

Granny lived next door. I 

always enjoyed spending time 

with them and listening to all 

the stories they had to tell. 

Both of them lived to 100 and 

so had lots of life experience 

and interesting tales to tell. 

After they both passed away, I 

started to look into how I could 

volunteer to help members of 

the Irish community in London 

and the Irish Chaplaincy was a 

perfect fit.  

I met with Paul and Joe at the 

end of Jan 2020 and was 

really looking forward to 

getting involved with all the 

Irish Chaplaincy does. 

However like much of 2020, 

Coronavirus made things a lot 

more difficult.  In the recent 

months I have been in regular 

contact with Norah, a 

wonderful woman from Cork. 

We speak weekly, we talk 

about everything from life at 

home, life in London, politics 

and much more. I really look 

forward to our call and we 

have already made plans for a 

day out once restrictions are 

lifted. I am also looking forward 

to meeting all the other 

volunteers in the future.  

The Irish Chaplaincy is a great 

organisation offering a lifeline 

to people and I am honoured 

to be part of it and hope to 

assist more in the coming 

months and years! 

Are you Interested in Volunteering for 

the Irish Chaplaincy…. 

We have many opportunities, including: 

befriending, prison visiting, answering the 

phone, casework, admin, fundraising, 

comms.   Contact Declan Ganly:  

declan.ganly@irishchaplaincy.org.uk  

Or see our online Volunteer Application form and 
stories from volunteers. www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk 

Ruth Connelly, Volunteer   

Messages from People in prison, or just released: 

“Receiving your letters or e-mails is a huge massive boost.”  HMP Whatton, Sept 2020 

“Hi Breda, I’m doing fine, this is the first time in 25 years that I’ve not used anything, I’m doing NA meetings on 

zoom”. Person recently released, to whom we gave an electronic Tablet in order that he could continue to attend his 

NA group, which he Chairs. 

“I’m actually speechless at how supportive ICPO are, it means a lot”. HMP Erlestoke, Dec 2020  

“Thanks for sending CDs. Always comes in handy when you’re behind the door.” HMP Brixton, Dec 2020 
 

“You’re like a breath of fresh air and a life saver.” HMP Wandsworth, Dec 2020 

mailto:declan.ganly@irishchaplaincy.org.uk?subject=Volunteer%20enquiry
http://www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk/volunteer/
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Sharing something 
special 

When we were little, mum always 

told us kids that if we saw 

someone without a smile, we 

should give them one of ours. As 

we start 2021, this lesson rings in 

my head as I take my daily walks 

and pass smiles on to those I 

meet. Even if I am wearing a 

mask, I think they can still feel the 

smile. 

This sentiment is much like the 

work of the Irish Chaplaincy. We 

give smiles to those who might be 

having trouble finding one for 

themselves. Over the long months 

of 2020, these smiles have 

brightened the days of elderly IC 

friends who have received Tablets 

to stay connected; beamed into 

cells where prisoners have spent 

so much of their days, reminding 

them that they have not been 

forgotten; and touched the lives of 

Travellers whose circumstances 

have been impacted more than 

most.  

It’s an urban myth that it takes 

less muscles to smile than frown: 

in fact, it’s the other way around! 

Much like it takes the effort of 

multiple muscles to make a smile, 

it takes a lot of good, kind people 

to give them on behalf of the Irish 

Chaplaincy. From our amazing 

team through to individual donors, 

from benefactors’ grants to the 

prayers and support of hundreds 

of people both here and in 

Ireland, without these ‘muscles’ 

we would be weaker and less 

able to deliver our mission – and 

smiles – to those who need them.  

Another thing about smiles is that 
they are contagious. It is very 
hard to not return one, to not be 
moved by their infectiousness. In 
a year when the transmission of a 
virus pre-occupies so many of us, 
we need to remember that 

spreading smiles is still within our 
gift. Let’s spread more of them – 
to those we serve through the IC, 
to those we meet in the course of 
our work and to those we see 
through the course of the day. 
Let’s build this year on smiles. 
Now that’s not a bad foundation 

Thank You for Your Support  Irish Chaplaincy receives no statutory funding for the services it 

provides to some of the most vulnerable and excluded Irish people in Britain. 

We are grateful to those listed for their generous financial help, and to all who 

support our work. We also wish to express our gratitude to our funders who wish to 

remain anonymous, and to all who support the work of the Irish Chaplaincy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Irish Government DFAT  
Emigrant Support Programme 

Sisters of Mercy                                     

Irish Youth Foundation                       

Irish Episcopal Council for Emigrants 

City Bridge Trust 

Ireland Funds GB     

Construction Workers Benevolent Fund                            

National  Lottery Community Fund Benevolent Society of St Patrick 

Tudor Trust                         McGrath Charitable Trust 

Presentation Sisters Platt Reilly 

Friend of the Forgotten Irish 

Caritas St John Southworth Fund 

Morrisroe 

Toureen Group 

Clare Coffey, Chair  

 

Albert Gubay Foundation                         

London Community Response 

Little Company of Mary   

Independent Age 

An Cheathrú Rua 

Merchant Taylors  
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 No Fireside Like Your Own 

In my interview for a radio station 
in Cork on the day of our ‘Fireside 
Gathering’ I was asked the 
meaning of the old Irish proverb 
we’d quoted in a press release for 
the concert, ’Níl aon tinteán mar 
do thinteán féin.’ Luckily I was 
able to give a rough translation 
and thankfully I wasn’t required to 
pronounce it in the original! 

When my wife Yim Soon and I 
were looking in the late 90s for a 
house for ourselves and our two, 
soon to be three, children my 
dream was to find somewhere with 
a decent garden and a real 
fireplace. We instantly fell in love 
with an old house that needed a 
lot of work but which had ‘a lot of 
potential’, as the estate agent 
notes put it! It had a long if largely 
overgrown garden, and which 
contained a shed, albeit falling 
down; and it had not just one but 
two (potentially!) working 
fireplaces. In fact there are four in 
total, as two of the bedrooms also 
have the original fireplaces 
although they appear to have 
never been used. We knew it was 
the place for us. My parents came 
down for a week in 1998 to help 
us out with decorating and a 
couple of the last jobs I ever did 
with my dad before his death a 
few months later was to put a new 
roof on the shed (we both liked our 
sheds) and to do some work on 
the fireplace in the back room. 
We’d had the old gas fire in front 
of it removed, so too the one 
obscuring the fire in the front 
room, and opened up and restored 
the lovely brickwork. I had to 
restrain dad from applying a coat 
of bright red paint, after I’d spent 
hours sanding it all down. He 
could get a bit carried away with 
the paintbrush.  

A few years later I intercepted my 

next-door neighbour on his way to 
the tip with a gorgeous wooden 
fireplace he’d discovered in his 
shed, and gladly relieved him of it. 
I took it apart, cut it to size and 
reassembled it to fit around the 
fireplace in our front room, from 
which we had removed the rather 
hideous 50s-style beige tiled 
surround. One of the absolute joys 
of winter is lighting a fire in the 
evening; and Saturday evenings in 
early winter have become 
synonymous with watching 
‘Strictly’ with Yim Soon in front of a 
roaring log fire. 

Both of our fireplaces were on 
show during the Fireside 
Gathering concert. When we’d 
begun to plan the event we’d 
hoped to have a small group of 
people sitting on the night, socially
-distanced, around a fire having a 
bit of ‘live’ craic in between pre-
recorded performances. That 
wasn’t possible in the end due to 
Lockdown 3, but there were 
various fireplaces in the concert, 
some real, some not quite so real! 

It was a wonderfully heart-
warming evening featuring a 
variety of talented performers, 
young and old. It was both fitting 
and touching to begin with a bit of 
video footage of the wonderful 
London Celtic Youth Orchestra, 
LCYO, from our St Brigid’s concert 
on January 31st 2020 at St James’ 
church, Piccadilly, which turned 
out to be our final live event before 
the pandemic struck. The morning 
after the Fireside Gathering it was 
an LCYO tune which was 
repeating pleasantly in my head. 
There were so many special 
moments in the concert. The well-
known Traveller singer and story-
teller Thomas McCarthy had been 
delighted that we were purchasing 
his CDs to provide to Travellers in 
prison as part of our in-cell 
resource packs and he happily 

recorded one of his songs for us.  

One of the highlights of my 
Christmas holiday had been 
recording for the concert in front of 
a roaring fire a couple of songs 
with my eldest son Kieran. I also 
enjoyed doing a ‘virtual’ duet with 
Sean Ryan in Manchester, each of 
us sitting by our respective 
fireplaces. Sean’s son Louis had 
done such a good job with the 
virtual background that it was hard 
to tell which fire was real and 
which was fake! And that got me 
thinking: nowadays, when almost 
all of our work, worship and leisure 
spaces are ‘virtual’ it’s not so 
straightforward anymore to 
determine what actually 
constitutes ‘real’: an interesting 
philosophical or existential 
question which I may pursue in a 
future piece! 

Whether it’s performed in a ‘real’ 
or a ‘virtual’ space it’s reassuring 
to see how music still has the 
power to elicit joy and tears, to 
touch hearts, to lift spirits, and to 
bring people and generations 
together. 

And how true is that old proverb: 
níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán 
féin….there’s no fireside like your 
own. 

 

Eddie Gilmore, CEO  

    Belated Christmas Joke 

                  Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph do a video conference call in Bethlehem…? 

.                                                      ..Because there was no zoom at the inn... 
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I would like to find out more about: 

      

                   Becoming a Cairde / Friend with the Irish Chaplaincy and giving regularly 

 

                   Volunteering opportunities 

 

                   I’m giving a donation & enclose a cheque for £______ (payable to Irish Chaplaincy) 

 

     Remembering Irish Chaplaincy in my will 

 

                   Please send me your newsletter and updates  

 

You can also donate to Irish Chaplaincy online: www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk  

Please detach and send this page to: Irish Chaplaincy, PO Box 75693 London  NW1W 7ZT 

 

            Gift Aid Declaration 

            Please tick to confirm: Yes, I want to Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make 

in the future or have made in the last 4 years to Irish Chaplaincy. I am a UK taxpayer and 

understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/ or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift 

Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  

I understand that Irish Chaplaincy can reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. 

May Brigid bless the 
house wherein you 
dwell. Bless every 
fireside, every wall 
and door. Bless every 
heart that beats 
beneath its roof. 
Bless every hand 
that toils to bring it 
joy. Bless evert foot 
that walks its 
portals through. 
May Brigid bless the 
house that shelters 

you. 

I want to support the ongoing work of the 

Irish Chaplaincy... 

Contact Details 

 

Title_____   First name________________    Surname__________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

               

______________________________________            Postcode___________________ 

 

Telephone_____________________________  

 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

Quotes from Travellers who received in-cell Resource Packs… 
 
‘This was the first ever hardback book I have ever had of my own and I love the feel of it.’ 

‘I am able to do some of the word searches and I am helping my friends. We all love it cos it keeps us happy and 
stops us thinking about being locked up.’ 

‘My twin stayed up last night until 2:00 colouring and he is sending one of his pictures to our mother and the picture 
ain't half good.’ 

‘I listen to the cd and it helps me to sleep and to pray. It's good and I feel happy when listening to it.’ 

‘I have the prayer book on my desk and I read a bit every day.’ 

And from Sr. Philomena, RC Chaplain in HMP Chelmsford: ‘I really am speechless. Your generous and most useful 
packs were received with great joy, much laughter, lots of love and gratitude. Our GRT community felt so loved and 
most of all special. The officers joined in the celebrations and willingly carried the packs to the furthest wings. It was 
the most joyful and really happy occasion of my 18 years as chaplain in HMP Chelmsford.’ 
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Patron: 

President Michael D. Higgins 

Registered Charity No.: 1160365 

Contact Us 

PO Box 75693 

London  NW1W 7ZT 

020 7482 5528 

info@irishchaplaincy.org.uk 

 

Visit our website : 

www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk 

Irish Chaplaincy...Looking Ahead with Hope 

 
FIRESIDE GATHERING in PICTURES... 

EVENTS      Mid-Lent Mass: March 10th 10am.    Holy Week Mass: March 31st 10am  

March 17th:  La fhéile Phádraig:   Mass 10am  as Gaelige,   4pm in English. 

All welcome; contact us if you’d like the zoom details.         

Walk with Hope 

From April 19th– 24th 2021 various people, including celebrities, in England and Ireland will be Walking with Hope. 

This will be to raise awareness of elderly Irish in Britain, whether living alone or in care homes or in prison; and it will 

raise funds for the work of the Irish Chaplaincy. 


