STAY IN TOUCH!

Billy Joe Saunders beats Artur 'Wolverine' Akavov and
defends his title

We hope you enjoyed this
newsletter and will sign up
for future editions.

Eleven months of inactivity after being crowned WBO middleweight
champion showed in Billy Joe Saunders's lack of sharpness during his
first title defence against fellow southpaw Artur “Wolverine” Akavov
in Paisley.
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Saunders, exhausted by the final round, won the contest by a
unanimous 116-113, 116-112, 115-113 points decision but this was
a lethargic, unconvincing performance against the WBO's No 10ranked challenger.

Remember this is
your newsletter so
write to us today
sending us your letters,
news, views, poems and
drawings.

"I should be embarrassed to talk about facing Gennady Golovkin on
that performance, there was nothing there, I felt flat," he said
afterwards. "That was terrible, not a world-class performance. But a
win's a win."
The Hatfield Traveller's slickness and trademark jab were absent
from the early rounds, the 27-year-old champion caught flush with a
left by the Russian, based in Brooklyn, in the third, as the unbeaten
Briton took time to work off ring rust and find his rhythm in the
fight.

Traveller Equality
Project,
52 Camden Square,
London NW1 9XB

It was not until the seventh round that Saunders began to work with
urgency, evading Akavov and landing heavier shots of his own.

Saunders advanced his record to 24-0 (12 KOs), but this was a poor
showing from the skilled fighter who still has hopes of facing
Golovkin, the division's No 1-ranked fighter, in 2017.

Newsletter of the
Traveller Equality Project

Happy Christmas
Welcome to the twentieth edition of the Travellers in Prison News. As
always it has been an extremely busy few months at the Traveller
Equality Project.
We said Goodbye to Conn MacGabhann, who many of you will have
met and written to over the years. Conn was the first member of staff
in the project and was responsible for much hard work in prisons to
help Travellers and Gypsies. He is a great loss, but we wish him well.

Prison & Probation staff
can download resources
from our website here:
http://bit.ly/1rWs4kt

Or email us:
travellers@irishchaplai
ncy.org.uk

We have once again been on many visits around the country to see
Traveller groups. Some of our recent visits include, HMP The Mount,
HMP Woodhill, HMP Isis, HMP Stafford and HMP Parc.

The work of the Irish Chaplaincy is funded in part by grants from the Government of Ireland, the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference, and
the support of many generous friends

Early Memories of a Traveller
(HMP Parc)
My Parents
My mother was one of 17 children and my father one
of 15. I have 250 first cousins! My father always
worked and as children we were not allowed to sit
still, if he came home from work to find us sitting on
the sofa he would make us get up and go out. It
didn’t bother him if we weren’t doing household
chores as long as we out kicking a football or
climbing a tree my dad was happy, he hated laziness.
He worked as an odd job man fixing fences, washing

New Book by Traveller Writers

The extract to the left is one of many excellent
pieces of writing in a book called On Road. The
book is written by Gypsy Romany and Traveller
writers in HMP Parc and was launched earlier this
Summer. The book is a stunning collection
primarily because it does not edit out, or change
the real voice of Gypsies and Travellers. In this
book, you can find authentic lives of Travellers in
Britain and Ireland from the 20th and 21st
Centuries. It is a compilation which doesn’t pull
any punches; it shows how Travellers view the
world, not how gorjas would like Travellers to
view the world or how gorjas would like
Travellers to act.

Anything someone wanted doing my Dad would do
it. He did anything to keep working and earning
money and he taught me the value of money this way.
I never forget the first time he paid me for helping
him on a job. He gave me £10. He told me to spend a
pound on sweets if I wanted to, but to put £9 in my
money box. Because of this I learnt to respect money.

was 1987 and I was about 7 or 8 years old. It was the
first time I went to school. I remember thinking it
was really cool because the teacher decided on one

It is important that Travellers write their own
history. Settled people should not be writing stories
about Travellers. Settled people do not fully
understand our community. Travellers need to be
involved in the arts. We need to encourage young
people to get involved. My writing will always be
about being a Traveller because that is who I am.

Rosaleen McDonagh Traveller Woman, Activist and Playwright
Rosaleen McDonagh is a Traveller woman
who has done great work in her community. She
is an activist, a feminist, and a playwright. We
asked her a few questions about her work, life,
and being a Traveller.

windows, painting houses, landscape gardening.

School
I remember when we were living in Belfast. The year

men. Most Irish media show Travellers as villains. I
suppose I got tired of it. I got very angry that
nobody had ever tried to change this. The Traveller
villain was normal to see. I got very angry that they
represented Travellers this way.

COMPETITION
We are looking for your short stories or poetry.
These can be about any subject and the winners will
have their story or poem printed in the next
newsletter.
1st Prize—£20 cheque

class for the Travellers and I would get to be with my

2nd Prize—£15 cheque

brothers, sisters and cousins. It wasn’t just my

3rd Prize—£10 cheque

immediate family but lots of Travellers that she put
together. Now I’m an adult I look back at that time

Send your entries to:

and realise there was nothing cool about it. It was

Traveller Equality Project

actually my first introduction to discrimination.

52 Camden Square, Camden
NW1 9XB
Please make sure it is your own work

How did you get involved in the work
that you do today?
I owe it all to my family. My family helped me a
lot. We grew up in the West of Ireland. When I
was young I was very close with my mother. I am
a Traveller woman and a woman with a disability.
My mother helped me become who I am. She
also introduced me to feminism, a movement
towards gender equality. I had moments in my
life when I felt very alone. In university I
experienced a lot of racism.

Even with these challenges, I know that I am
very lucky to have an education. Talking with
other Travellers helped me become more aware
of myself. In university I thought I knew
everything. Really, I knew nothing. I had a lot to
learn from my Traveller community.
I soon began writing plays. I did not feel that the
media did a good job representing Traveller
people. In Ireland most books are written by

What do you think are the biggest issues
facing the Traveller community today?
In Ireland Travellers are not recognized as an ethnic
minority. The government has failed us. Traveller
organizations do not have enough money. Within
our community there are high rates of suicide. Many
Travellers do not have jobs. There is a lot of feuding
within the Traveller community. We are a
community in trouble. We’ve been fighting for
rights for thirty years, but we still experience
racism.
Traveller lives are really difficult at the moment.
The media tells their own story about who we are. I
think Travellers are brilliant, but it’s very hard being
a Traveller. I am very pleased that Travellers are still
fighting racism. We have made a way of life in
Ireland over many years. I think younger people
know that we have a rich history and culture.
What is a Traveller activist?
You can be a Traveller activist by standing up for
your rights. You do not need to be well-educated. It
is more important that you know your rights. It is
all about accepting your Traveller ethnicity, and
fighting for your freedom. Everyone has their own
way of standing up for their community. Those small
actions that make big changes.

Pavee Point - 30 Years Working for Equality

.
It’s the Travelling Life for Me - PART TWO
Thoughts from Travellers in HMP Wayland
Everything is different now. We’re all on sites. If we travel we have the police on us, the only way to travel today is by camper
van. You can pull in anywhere. The new campers have showers and everything like a hotel but they are not as comfortable as a
caravan. In a camper van, I can pull into a pub car park and ask if they mind me staying as I am having a few pints and the
landlord will say “ Of course mate.” If I had a caravan, I’d be out on my ear.
These days we make our living from gardening or tree surgery. They’re even trying to stop that now, you can’t go knocking any
more. You even need a licence for scrap. Mind you there’s still the odd farmer that will let you burn a bit of rubbish on his land.
Tarmacing has gone but blockpaving is doing well.
A lot of Travellers are emigrating to Spain, Australia, Sweden, places where they haven’t burnt their bridges yet.
In my lifetime I’d like to see the signs saying “ No Travellers, No Gypsies” taken down from pub windows. It’s 2016 and there’s
supposed to be equality.
I’d like to see us Travellers accepted without compromising our identity.
I’d like to see more plots available and more transit sites for us to pull onto.
Back in the old days there was so much work we didn’t need to read or write. These days we have to be literate in computers and
everything.
I’d like to see our children literate without having to put up with criticism at school, and at home for being too clever.
I’d like to see things that we know being valued by our children and the wider community.

You can drop a Travelling man in the middle of nowhere and he’ll still find something to eat and drink and shelter. Or you could
drop him into a row of houses with no money. In his pocket and he’d always find a bit of work.
We’d like to be acknowledged for our successes and not ridiculed for our failures.

The Dublin-based, Traveller and Roma rights
organisation, Pavee Point which was
established in 1985 has marked its 30th
anniversary with a superb collection of
photographs and writing which records its
history in fighting for equality.
This special publication gives an account of the work
of Pavee Point in Traveller community development
over the last 30 years and features the evocative and
empowering photographs of Derek Speirs. “If there is
a consistent theme that emerges from this book it is
the determination of a small minority to struggle
against the huge inequalities they have faced including
racism, poverty and official neglect,” says Ronnie Fay,
Pavee Point Co Director in her preface to the book.

I’d like to see a Traveller M.P. in the Houses of Parliament.
We’d like to see more provision for Travellers in prison. AND the fact that we have a site address not going against us when we
apply for parole.
All in all, for all the good and the bad I’d choose the Travelling life because - You’ve got your freedom.
You’re your own boss. You meet a lot of new people when you are moving about. We wouldn’t want to
change it ever. It’s who we are. It’s our identity. There’s no better life!

Equally it is profoundly important that the
story be heard – otherwise the whole
landscape will continue to be gate
locked. A story without a listener is hardly
a story at all. The stories must go back and
forth: from Traveller to mainstream and
back again. Within this context, story telling is the precise crux of the matter –
the Travellers and the Roma have a right to
absolute self- determination, and they have
to be involved in all decisions that affect the
past, the present and the consequent
future.”

April 1980, the Collins family in their
Tigeen, Avila Park, Finglas, Dublin.
The book is a wonderful celebration of an
organisation that has been at the forefront
of the battle to achieve equality for
Travellers and Roma in Irish Society.

1980, Donovan Camp, Finglas, Dublin
In his foreword to the publication author Colum
McCann writes: “Cleary the ability of Irish Travellers
and the Roma to tell their stories is paramount to
dignity and survival.

Travellers and supporters protest
evictions in Tallaght, Dublin, 1984.
Contact:
Pavee Point Centre/ 46 North Great
Charles St/
Dublin 1/Ireland
Phone: +353 (01) 8780255
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It’s the Travelling Life for Me - PART ONE
The following short extracts were written by Travellers at HMP Wayland during a recent
writing session with John Rowe.

Traveller Equality Project
Resources
Reading Books:

I remember sitting round the fire and the old Travellers telling stories.

Become a learner or a mentor today!
If someone you know would like to be able

I remember the first time we went to school, we were put sitting by ourselves, there was no one round us but other
Travellers. We were taken off the mini-bus and we had our clothes taken off us. We were washed and checked for lice. The
nuns gave us different clothes to put on.We had to give them back at the end of the day.We weren’t taught anything.

to read OR you would like to help others to
read ask prison staff for the details of the
Shannon Trust Reading Plan.

I remember blackberry and strawberry picking. We used to have a special glove for the blackberries, made to pull
everything off the branch into a box. Then we’d shake it to get the leaves to the top to take them out. That’s when we were
cheating!

Want To Support Your
Traveller Community?
Register as ‘W3 – Gypsy / Irish Traveller’

The old Travellers say that in the past there wasn’t much money but they were better days.

Become a Shannon Trust Mentor or Learner

I remember getting a kick in the chest at Appleby Fair. I stood on the blind side of an ass with only one eye. I saw two
horses collide head to head.The shaft went through the chest of one of the horses and killed it.
I remember tossing coins. Two coins were tossed in the air and people would lay bets on which way up they’d land. I’ve
seen people bet thousands of pounds and their wagon and horses on that.

Become a Traveller Rep
Postcards/Posters:

Become a Listener
EDUCATE / ORGANISE / EMPOWER

I remember watching bare knuckle fights at the fairs. Most fights last no longer than fifteen minutes. There used to be a
fair near Watton now it’s near Norwich. We don’t use contracts. We do everything on a handshake. If anyone goes back on
it they have to pay kicking money.
I remember seeing all the wagons and horses on the way to Appleby, sometimes it took months go get there. Sometimes
you’d get miles of lorries backed up behind.
I remember washing all the children in one bowl.The men were allowed to wash in the river.
I remember working from the age of six, travelling in the back of vans and pickups.

Information:

I remember Dad shooting an old pheasant or lamping at night to get something to eat.
My Grandmother got married at thirteen, those times have changed. I think seventeen or eighteen is far too young these
days.
I remember cooking with the old swing pans over the open fire, cooking cabbage and bacon and coddle, old Joe Grey,
sausages, bacon, taters, and all kinds of vegetables. The marrow in oxtail is excellent if it is stewed long enough. Stew was
a cheap way to feed the children, it could last for days and everyday it tasted better.

Organise a Traveller Group

And much more! Contact us
for resources for your prison.

