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It has been a sad time for campaigners for
Travellers’ Rights with the death of Lord Eric
Avebury a wonderful champion for Travellers
over the decades (page 5).
We are delighted to hear from the writer and
actor Michael Collins (page 7). We also hear
about the exciting development of Travellers
fighting for their rights and winning in the courts
(page 4).
June is Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month
so make sure you start to organise events in your
prison now! AND as always remember TIPN is
your newsletter so write to us today sending us
your letters, news, poems and drawings.
Traveller Equality Project, 52 Camden Square,
London, NW1 9XB
Prison and Probation staff can download
resources from our website here: bit.ly/1rWs4kt
Or email us: travellers@irishchaplaincy.org.uk

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!
Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig!

Want To Support Your
Traveller Community?

Welcome to the 18th edition of the Travellers in Prison News. Happy Saint
Patrick’s Day to you whether you are Irish or not!

 Register as ‘W3 – Gypsy / Irish

Over the past few months the Traveller Equality Project has been working
to improve education and training opportunities for Travellers in prison.
The government is planning on making changes to education in prison in
the next year and we want to make sure Travellers have their say! See
more about this on page 2.

 Become a Shannon Trust Mentor

We have also been busy trying to improve things for young Gypsies and
Travellers in Secure Training Centres and Young Offenders Centres. A
recent report by the prison inspectorate said that 11% of children in STCs
were Travellers. These are shocking figures and show that all of us have a
lot of work to do!

 Organise a Traveller Group

Traveller’

or Learner
 Become a Traveller Rep

 Become a Listener
EDUCATE / ORGANISE / EMPOWER

The work of the Irish Chaplaincy is funded in part by grants from the Government of Ireland, the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference, and the support of many generous friends.
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The Right Type of Education for
Travellers – Report Launched

Hi, my name is Johnny and I’m an Irish
Traveller inside HMP Brixton. I am a

presenter on the National Prison Radio
show and I front the Open Road show and
Country Blues.

My shows go out to over 100 prisons in
England and Wales and I get letters in from
Travellers up and down the country with
shout outs and requests. Being on the radio
gives me a chance to be the voice of
Travellers inside the system, tell people
what’s going on in the world and play music
which can take people’s minds away from

On my first visit to Wormwood Scrubs,
chatting to a man called John, he said:
‘There’s no use having the
wrong type of education for a
man who has worked 20 years
on the roads… It has to be the
right type of education.’
I’ve made many visits since to prisons
across England and Wales and yet I
always remember how right John was.
John understood that empowerment
through education was the way to
address all problems facing Travellers in
prison. John knew as a prisoner and a
Traveller that issues like depression,
discrimination and contact with a
prisoner’s family ultimately were best
dealt with by Travellers empowered with
the skills to advocate on their own
behalf. The work of the Traveller
Equality Project has been guided by this
idea: Travellers once given a fair
opportunity will improve the situation
for themselves by themselves.

missing their families and children.

I play everything from Joe Dolan, Johnny
Cash to brand new American Country songs. I
know being a Traveller in jail can be hard and
lonely especially if you are on your own with
no company, so being able to listen to music
close to the heart can help pass the time. You
can listen to me every Tuesday at 8am-10am
for Country Blues and every 3rd Monday of
the month for Open Road. You are never

alone, no matter where you are!

And things have improved in prisons for
Travellers. In late 2011, prisoners from a
‘Gypsy / Irish Traveller’ background

were officially recognised by being
counted on the operational database

You can write to me with a request or shout

used in prisons, P-NOMIS. As a result of

out: National Prison Radio, The Country

this, Gypsy and Irish Traveller prisoners,

Blues, HMP Brixton, Jebb Avenue, SW2 5XF

as a group, are becoming more visible
within prisons.

Five years ago, there were about
seven regular Traveller Groups
running in prisons in England and
Wales. Now the figure is closer to
fifty Traveller Groups. Ultimately,
Gypsy and Irish Traveller prisoners
have led these changes themselves.
John was right all those years ago,
Travellers are not a hard-to-reach
group, like us all they just need a bit
of empathy.
Recently, the Traveller Equality
Project published ‘The Right Type of
Education: A briefing on education
and training provision for Gypsy and
Irish Traveller prisoners in England
and Wales’. Its findings expand on
John’s thoughts about what suitable
education means for Travellers, not
least the need to take into account
when developing an education
strategy that 68% of respondents
‘did not attend school or left at or
before the age of 14’.
The report shows what can be
achieved when the right type of
education is in place. Statistics from
the prison literacy charity, the
Shannon Trust show that 9.5% of all
participants nationally on their peerto-peer learning programme are from
a Gypsy or Irish Traveller
background. It just shows what
offering the right type of education in
prison can do to engage Travellers.
And as Gypsy and Irish Traveller
prisoners represent 5% of the
entire prison population of
England and Wales, costing over
£155 million annually (excluding
healthcare
and
education
provision), clearly, it would be
judicious,
cost-saving
and
humane
to
act
on
the
recommendations of this report.

Are you registered as

‘W3 –
Gypsy / Irish Traveller’?
If you are not counted,
You won’t count!

Saint Patrick

At 22, Patrick escaped after

Patron of Ireland
Feast day: 17th March
Born: 387 AD / Died: 461 AD

he was told to leave Ireland by
going to the coast. There he
found some sailors who took him
back to Britain and was reunited

St. Patrick of Ireland is one
of the world's most popular
saints. He was born in Britain
and when he was fourteen, he
was captured by Irish pirates
and taken to Ireland as a

having a dream from God in which

with his family.
A

few

years

after

returning

home, Patrick had a dream which
he described in his writings:
"I saw a man coming, as it were

slave to look after sheep.
Patrick worked for a man
named Milchu, as a shepherd
on Slemish Mountain in the
north of Ireland for about

from Ireland. The man carried
many letters, and he gave me one
of them. I read the heading: 'The
Voice of the Irish.'

six years, until he was 22. It
was during this time that
Patrick prayed often to
comfort
himself
in
his

As I began the letter, I imagined
in that moment that I heard the
voice of those very people who
were near the wood of Foclut,

loneliness.

which is beside the western sea
and they cried out, as with one
voice: 'We appeal to you, holy
servant boy, to come and walk

At the time, Ireland was a
land of druids and pagans but
Patrick turned to God and
wrote about his life, The
Confession.

In

The

Confession, he wrote:
"The love of God grew in me
more and more, as did the

faith, so that, in a single
day, I have said as many as
a hundred prayers and in
the night, nearly the same.
I prayed in the woods and
on
the
mountain,
even
before dawn. I felt no hurt
from the snow or ice or

among us.'"
The dream encouraged Patrick to
study for the priesthood. He was
ordained a priest and was later
made a bishop and then sent to

take the Gospel to Ireland.

Slemish Mountain, where Patrick was a shepherd

Patrick arrived in Slane, Ireland on
March 25th, in the year, 433. There
are many legends about what
happened next, but what we do know
is that Patrick clashed with the
druids who led the old pagan religion
of the Irish. There were many
attempts to kill him but it is said
that after an intervention from
God, Patrick was able to convert one
of the powerful rulers and as a
result was allowed to preach the
Gospel throughout Ireland. On this
mission, he used the shamrock to
explain the Holy Trinity – Three
persons in One God – and eventually
converted thousands to the new
Christian religion.
Patrick preached and taught all over
Ireland for 40 years. He worked
many miracles and wrote of his love
for God in The Confession. After
years of living in poverty, travelling
and enduring much suffering he died
on 17th March, 461.
He died at Saul in modern day
County Down, where he had built the
first Irish church. He is believed to

rain."

be buried in Downpatrick.
Sites around Ireland linked to Patrick
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Traveller Wins Legal Battle
Against Council
An Irish Traveller represented by
Community Law Partnership with
support from the Equalities and Human
Rights Commission, has won a key legal
challenge against a discriminatory
housing policy after North Somerset
Council settled the judicial review on the
day before the court case.
The challenge was to the “local
connection” requirement contained
within the Council’s housing allocations
scheme,
which
covered
all
Gypsy/Traveller site allocations in the
borough. The effect of that requirement
was that the Irish Traveller, who could
not point to a local connection to North
Somerset, was denied entry to the
Council’s housing register and therefore
could not be included on their Traveller
pitch allocation scheme.
A spokesperson
Commission said:

for

the

Equalities

“Local authorities must carry out their
functions in accordance with the Equality
Act to ensure that the impact is fair and
consistent and does not discriminate.
North Somerset’s refusal to put the
claimant on their housing register
because she did not have a local
connection to the area was unfair and
discriminatory. Travellers regularly move
from place to place making it very
difficult for them to establish local
connections.

“We are pleased the Council has
understood this and agreed to place
the claimant on its housing register
and review its housing allocations
scheme.”

The claim was brought on a number of grounds, including in particular that
the Council had failed to pay due regard to the Equality Act 2010 and that
the local connection requirement was discriminatory towards Gypsies and
Travellers.
The Traveller told the court that many ethnic Gypsies and Travellers still
lived a nomadic lifestyle and that as a result the local connection
requirement – which the council uses to allocate housing to non-Travellers
- was likely to have an adverse effect on proportionately more Gypsies and
Travellers than members of the settled population.
In the event the case settled on the day before the trial. Mr Justice Collins
approved an order by which the Council undertook to place the Claimant on
its housing register; and to undertake a review of its housing allocations
scheme and its effect on Gypsies and Travellers to ensure it complied with
Equalities laws. The judge also ordered the Defendant Council to pay full
costs.
The Community Law Partnership is keen to challenge other local
authorities who impose a local connection condition on site allocations.
They can be contacted on their free Gypsy and Traveller planning, eviction
and accommodation legal advice helpline on 0121 685 8677.

Saint Patrick's Breastplate
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

The Act would also “compel
authorities to build sites for Gypsies
and Travellers.” His law was one of
the only laws ever introduced that
actually aimed to help Gypsies and
Travellers survive.

Lord Avebury A Friend to Gypsies
by Damian Le Bas
He was a good boxer when he was
young, but he liked the odd cigarette
as well. In the end he gave up the fags
and the drink and stuck to his work
and his family. By his mid-30s, he’d got
sick and tired of seeing Travelling
people get evicted from waste ground
and lay-bys with nowhere to go, so he
made it his business to do something
about it. He stuck to his guns and
fought for Gypsy and Traveller rights
for the next 50 years. He was ill for a
long time, but he wouldn’t let it stop
him going to work ‘til the very end. The
Travellers will never see another one
like him again.
This man wasn’t a Traveller, he was a
Lord: Eric Lubbock, the 4th Baron
Avebury, former MP for Orpington and
then Liberal Democrat life peer in the
House of Lords. He died on Sunday
14th February 2016, and he was one of
the greatest friends the Travellers ever
had.

Eric speaking about Travellers in prison in
parliament in 2011

Lord Avebury - then known simply as
Eric Lubbock - was best known for
winning the Orpington by-election,
against the odds in 1962. But for the
Gypsies, Roma and Travellers who
worked with Lord Avebury, he will
always be remembered as the most
loyal and longest-serving friend they
have ever had in the corridors of
power.

Lord Eric Avebury (1928 –2016)

Most of the local authority Traveller
Sites in Britain were built as a direct
result of Lord Avebury’s work.
In 1968 he tabled the Caravan Sites Act
and saw it brought into law. It meant
that, for the first time in history,
councils would have to provide
somewhere for Gypsies and Travellers
to site their caravans.
“Gypsies used to pass through the
constituency on the way down to the
hop fields,” he later recalled.
“I also knew Norman Dodds [MP] who
was the great defender of Gypsy rights,
and who was my neighbour in the next
door constituency. And when he died, I
sort of took up the mantle of looking
after the Gypsies.”

It was a good job someone did, because
the inequalities Gypsies and Travellers
faced were terrible. This was a time
when many Gypsies and Travellers were
denied school places and still lacked any
healthcare. Evictions to dangerous
roadside locations were common, and
women were giving birth mere feet
from the wheels of hurtling lorries that
shook their trailers. It was the
beginnings of the organized struggle for
Gypsy and Traveller civil rights.
Lord Avebury was typically modest
about the importance of his work. “In
1968, I introduced a law to prevent
Gypsies and Travellers from being
evicted from their sites,” he said at a
meeting to celebrate the first Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller History Month in
2008.

Lord Avebury’s views sprang from a
clear sense of justice and equality,
of what these words meant in the
modern world, and of the people
who were still being denied access
to either.

“The eviction at Dale Farm is just so
stupid, I can’t believe it’s going to
happen,” he told the BBC in 2011.
“You’ve got 50 families who are
living peacefully on the site, who are
going to be thrown on the roadside
with all the disruption that that
involves to family life; the disruption
to the children’s education; use of
police manpower when the police
are being cut. It doesn’t make any
sense at all.”

An eviction at a site in the 1960s

“We are supposed to live in a
society that is equal…We passed the
Equality Act in 2010, and that
provided that there should be no
discrimination …on grounds of race,
religion, gender, disability, sexual
orientation, you name it.
And
Gypsies ought to benefit from this
Act, but unfortunately it’s the only
community that still encounters
prejudice and hatred, and this we
have to conquer.”
In an establishment that has often
gone out of its way to make life
harder for Travellers, Lord Avebury
was a champion who stood by
them like a rock against the tide.
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‘Degrees Ahead’ Traveller Poster Launched
With so much negativity facing Gypsy Romany and
Traveller communities in the media it’s important
that we keep reminding the world of the many,
many successes and contributions made to society
by Travelling communities.
So we were delighted to hear about a new poster
celebrating just a few of these successes, launched
by the Irish based Travellers’ Voice Magazine. The
poster called ‘Degrees Ahead’ promotes the
importance of Third level education in the Traveller
community.
‘Degrees Ahead: Another Level’ highlights 8
members of the Travelling community with various
educational qualifications ranging from a Law
Degree to Degrees in Business and Accounting and
Community & Youth work.
These posters are an important tool in community
development, education centres, schools and yes,
prisons in setting an example within the
community, as well as highlighting Travellers
participating in third level education.
Some Travellers who have pursued third level
education have found it difficult to identify
themselves as Travellers because of the fear of not
being accepted or having their chances of
employment after college limited. However, all of
the poster participants were delighted to be part of
something where the common goal was to
encourage people to progress through education.
The organisers said that the response to the project
has been overwhelming.

REMEMBER, it is never too late to start education whether it is learning to read and write or more
advanced education! Education gives you the skills
to fight your own corner. For further information
about education opportunities contact your prison
education department or the Traveller Equality
Project.
For further information about the ‘Degrees Ahead:
Another Level’ poster contact Michael Power at
michael.power@involve.ie / Travellers’ Voice,
Involve, Nestors Business Complex, Monksland,
Athlone, Ireland.

Some Questions from Prison Staff

Why do you use a capital letter for ‘Gypsies’ and ‘Travellers’?
Gypsies and Travellers are groups of people – an ethnic group – and so for
the names of things we always use a capital letter. It is a matter of respect
for a group, just like when we use a capital letter for English, Irish and
French.
Are Travellers that don’t travel still Travellers?
Travellers are an ethnic group with a shared heritage. Just one part of that
shared heritage is the custom of nomadism – moving on for work and
pleasure from place to place. Nowadays it is very difficult to live a nomadic
life or even to live on an authorised site or halting site because of various
laws and prejudice. BUT living in a flat or house or wherever, a Traveller still
remains a Traveller because that is his or her heritage and ethnic origin.
Where do Gypsies and Travellers come from?
Although Gypsies (Romanies and English Travellers), Welsh Travellers
(Kale), Scottish Travellers and Irish Travellers (Pavees or Minceir) have
different origins, they share similar experiences and traditions.
Generally speaking and this is in no way the full story – Gypsies / Romanies
/ Kale originated in Northern India – although they have lived and worked in
Britain for many centuries.
Again it’s not the full story but Scottish Travellers mainly have their origins in
Scotland and Irish Travellers their origins in Ireland.

Michael Collins - Actor and Writer
In Conversation with David Jo Murphy of
Travellers’ Voice

I did that for a couple of weeks and during that
time he (Anton O’Flaherty) saw something in me
and said “look if I wrote a character would you
play him, a young Teddy Boy character called
Rocky”. I loved the idea of it and I said yeah
without thinking.
“I always believed that Travellers are natural
story-tellers. One of the best ways of starting your
writing career is to write from your own
experience. I wrote a play called ‘The Native
Ground: A Traveller in Progress’ which was my
own story from the 1960s through the eyes of a
child.

The Early Years
“In the early part of my life we lived down the country,
travelling around Offaly and Kildare. I have very vivid
memories of Prosperous Hill, the Dry Canal and the
Woody Crossroads camps in Offaly and Kildare and
which I have used in my first play, called ‘A Cultural
Thing Or Is It?’
I remember one time, we would’ve been sleeping in
the tent on Prosperous Hill and a wind came up along
the road and drove the cover up onto the ditch. Me,
me mammy and brother Martin tried to pull the cover
down to stop the rain from bating us out of it. I
remember begging at the houses around the area and
collecting scrap and all these types of memories going
into shops and asking them for stuff.
We moved to Dublin in the early seventies and lived in
Avila Park in Finglas; I remember sleeping under the
old barrel top wagon. Then we moved from the wagon
into the trailer, lived in that for a number of years and
then we got one of the tin huts on the site. From there
we moved into the mobile for twenty years, then into a
house, then we moved down to Cavan where we are
now.
Getting Started in Acting
“I’d say the acting was in us all at that time and when
I’m doing stuff myself I try to use Travellers as much
as I can because I believe that Travellers are natural
actors.
I did a course in Dublin in 1985, there was this young
writer called Anton O’Flaherty who wrote in Gaelic and
he wanted to write a play in English about Travellers.
He contacted the Dublin Travellers Education Group
and he got a group of young Travellers to improvise
with a group of professional actors in order to get the
sense of realism.

The last play I wrote was ‘Magpies on the Pylon’
which deals with suicide but from the father’s
perspective. I always try and write from real
situations but broadly so that the issues are not
just based on the Traveller community but the
story is. I love grounding myself in the Traveller
community, people love that, but then ten minutes
into the show they forget that it’s about Travellers
and it could be about anyone.

“You have to remember
that we’re not the only
group out there, you
might
get
young
Travellers that have a
problem with gays and
lesbians or refugees and
asylum seekers; they
have the exact same
problems as we have
and they need to be
supported. Because if
you start saying no, I
can
only
support
Traveller groups then
you’re on a losing streak
because the whole
thing is that we all
stick together and we
all fight for each
other’s rights!

Become a learner
or a mentor today!

On stage in Magpies on the Pylon which he also wrote

Human Rights Activism
“I think the Women’s Movement is very strong in
Ireland. There’s a couple of people over the years
fought for women’s rights and who gave us a
hand fighting for Travellers’ rights, I appreciate
them and I think they’re brilliant.
I think anybody, it doesn’t matter who they are,
who stands up for somebody else’s rights or tries
to help somebody else is brilliant. I think that the
only way that we can combat our own situation in
the Traveller community is to support everybody
else, and with the help of God they’ll support us,
and I think that’s the way forward. I think anybody
out there who does that type of work needs the
full support and respect of everybody else.

If

someone

you

know would like to
be able to read OR
you would like to
help

others

read

ask

staff
details

to

prison

for

the

of

the

Shannon
Reading Plan.

Trust
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Billy Jo Saunders
World Middleweight Champion
Billy Joe Saunders is the new WBO World
Middleweight Champion after defeating Andy
Lee at the Manchester Arena in late
December.

Saunders, 26, was awarded a close points
decision by the judges to extend his
unbeaten record to 23-0-KO12.
Defending champion Lee, who won the title
against Matt Korobov in Las Vegas last year,
was knocked down twice by Saunders in the
third round - a 10-7 round which proved
crucial. One of the judges scored the fight
level at 113-113 but was overruled by the
other two, who scored it 114-112 and 115111 in favour of Saunders, giving the British
fighter a majority decision victory.
The pair began the bout in tentative fashion
with the first two rounds passing off without
major incident. The fight burst into life in the
third round after Lee connected with a solid
straight left. Saunders then caught his Irish
opponent with a powerful right hook which
floored the 31-year-old. Lee looked
vulnerable when he returned to his feet and
was soon on the canvas again after Saunders
connected with another hook. The defending
champion took the majority of the count and
held on to survive the round. He then
recovered to take the next round after some
good work with the jab.

Saunders and Lee continued to trade
subdued rounds as the fight slipped back into
a tense standoff between two evenly
matched fighters. Both boxers seemed wary
of the other fighter's punching power and
neither was able to connect with any telling
blows in the final rounds.

"Andy Lee is a good champion, I beat a
good champion here," Saunders said. "But
I used his power against him. When I was
boxing him he got a little bit careless dropping his lead hand and I caught him
with the hook."

Billy Jo Saunders
(right) in action
against Andy Lee

‘Gypsy Queen’ Boxer Ivy-Jane
Smith Beats Rest of England

STAY IN TOUCH!

Romany Gypsy Boxer Ivy-Jane Smith,
16, is creating a stir on the boxing scene
and has just won her fourth national title,
earning a place representing England in
the Three Nations tournament which will
take place in Wales in mid-March 2016.
Ivy-Jane, who trains with Portsmouth
Boxing Academy, swept the board with
her three fights over the course of the
three day tournament, ensuring her
fourth national title win in Sheffield in
mid-February.
Ivy-Jane, having beaten all boxers in
England at her weight and the weights
above and below, is having to travel
further afield to get the experience she
needs. Recently she competed in the
European Championships 2015, where
she reached the Semi Final.
Her dad, John Smith, is very proud of his
high-performing daughter and described
the atmosphere at the finals as
“amazing.” “You should watch the video
of Ivy-Jane in the finals” says Mr Smith,
who explains how the growing number of
amateur women boxers are pulling no
punches and are as just as good as the
men.
Ivy-Jane, who started boxing at three is
clear about her ambition: “I want to
represent England at the 2020
Olympics,” she says.

We hope you enjoyed this
newsletter and will sign up for
future editions.


Do you have a question
about Travellers in prison?



Do you want to start a
Traveller Group and would
like advice?



Are you looking for
resources for Traveller
prisoners?

Then please get in touch!

Traveller Equality Project,
52 Camden Square,
London, NW1 9XB
travellers@irishchaplaincy.org.uk

Tel: 020 7482 5528
Our Staff:

Conn Mac Gabhann (Manager)
Ellena Costello (Project Officer)

Left: Champion boxer, Ivy-Jane
Smith with World Heavy Weight
Champion Tyson Fury at the recent
Championships in Sheffield

